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sacred hills of Mundaprishtha, Aravinda and Krou-rtchapadfei.
which rise up from the hallowed plains of that sacred city,,
a man is absolved from all sins and of whatsoever nature.

An offering of an obsequious cake to one's departed
manes at Gaya, under the auspices of the continuance of
the sun in the sign of the cancer or under that of a solar or
a lunar eclipse, should be regarded as a piece of exceptionally
rare good fortune.

Rare is the man in the three habitable worlds who is.
fortunate enough to cast obsequious cakes in honour of his
departed manes at Gaya under the auspicies of the sun's
continuance at the sign of the cancer, or under that of a
solar or a lunar eclipse. A Shraddha ceremony performed at;
any of the seven following sites in Gaya, such as the great
lake, the Koushiki, the Mulakshetra and the rock-hewn cave
of the mount Gridhrakuta, etc., ensures an elevated status in
the plain of astral existence to the soul for whose benefit the
ceremony is celebrated. The man who performs a Shraddha
ceremony at the place where flows the mighty stream of
Maheshvari is supposed, to discharge all debts to his ances-
tors. The man who performs a Shraddha ceremony on the
banks of the world-renowned stream of the sacred Vishala,
acquires the merit of celebrating an Agnisthoma sacrifice
and is translated to heaven after death. Similarly a Shraddha
ceremony celebrated at the sacred shrine of Mashapada, as
well as a rite of ceremonial ablution performed therein,
ranks equal in merit with the celebration of a Vajapeya
sacrifice. An obsequious cake offered at the shrine of the
Ravipada, lifts up a fallen and benighted soul from the
bottom of perdition.

The Pitris (departed manes of a person) acknowledge
the sonship of a child and own him alone as their true
offspring who resorts to the sacred precincts of Gaya
for the sole purpose of benefiting them spiritually and
offers them boiled nee by way. of funeral oblation. The Pitris.